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Minutes of the Full Council Meeting of Berwick Parish Council held at the Berwick Village Hall, on 
Thursday 23rd February 2017 at 7.30pm 
 

Present: Cllrs B Smith (Chairman), K Winter, V Burrough, S Carnie and C Bird. 

Lord and Lady Lloyd, Alastair Deighton and Jim Richardson on behalf of Firle 
Estates, District Councillor P Ede, Alison Stevens (Clerk) and 24 members of the 
public were also present.  

Minutes 
BP.01.02.17   Apologies: No apologies for absence were received.  
 
BP.02.02.17   Declarations of Interest and changes to the Register of Interest: No 
                       declarations of interest were declared nor were there any changes to the Register of  
                       Interests. 
 
                       The meeting was then suspended. 
 
BP.03.02.17   Public Question Time:  
 

           Lord Lloyd updated everyone on the current status of the Judicial Review of the  
           Planning Process for the Station Farm application ((WD2016/1659MAJ). He said; 
 

• on 17th October Solicitors challenged the application with a Judicial Review 
of the Planning Process.. The challenge was based on five main grounds in 
law.  

• Wealden initially resisted the challenge but then agreed, and the decision was 
quashed by Consent on the 31st January. 

• Wealden were subsequently ordered to pay costs amounting to just over 
£23000. They will also have to pay their own legal costs. 

• At this point he had hoped the applicant would submit a smaller plan but the 
original plan is being resubmitted. 

• On the 14th February his Solicitors responded to the resubmission by raising 
the same five grounds, three of which have been conceded as part of the 
Court Order. One example being that on page 56 of the Local Plan, Berwick 
was allocated 20 houses over the next ten years less the 11 already built. 
Wealden accepted they misunderstood their own Plan and wrongly concluded 
the Plan allowed a greater figure than 20 so he now questions how they can 
go back. 

• There are two further grounds which Wealden have not conceded but are 
strong. For example in 2014, Wealden opposed an application for 18 houses 
on the same site because there was ‘little gap in the linear development’. No 
answer has been given as to why they appeared to have changed their 
minds. He said consistency is vital in Planning because it affects where 
people choose to live. 

• He now awaits a reply to the Solicitors letter and a new Officer’s Report. 
 
         In reply to residents’ questions, District Councillor Ede said; 
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• The cost of the Review, including Wealden’s will be ultimately met by the tax 
payer. 

• The application will be considered by Planning Committee South, the 
membership of which has not changed.  

• The Officer’s Report will be crucial to the Committee’s decision. 
• It is possible to ask Planning Committee North to consider the application but 

it may not help. 
• If Wealden recommends approval, more money could be wasted. 

 
In answer to other questions raised, the applicants said; 
 

• The application remains unchanged because it has previously been 
approved. 

• The application was decided after a consultation with the whole village, some 
of whom support it.  

• They are still proud of the application and most decisions can be over picked 
by a highly paid lawyer. 

   
The Chairman then read the Parish Council’s response to the application which was 
as follows; 
 
‘After much discussion Berwick Parish Council resolved that, whilst Councillors 
agree they like the design and materials used in this Planning Application, they 
object to this planning application on the following grounds; 

 
  1:  Whilst they accept the need for more housing in the Parish this application is  
   for 33 houses, far more than they accepted in the consultation for the new  
   Local Plan. 
 

2: Units 14 to 21 are affordable housing and are not spread within the rest of the 
housing. They will have a significant impact on the existing houses near them 
– they will overlook the back of the houses and gardens and there may be 
disruption from cars using the parking spaces (particularly at night). Unit 33 is 
the house at the far north of the development is unnecessary and will have a 
significant impact on the existing house at 14 Downsway (overlooking the 
garden and blocking the existing view). 

 
3:  The solar farm is of little benefit to the community.  Alternative uses of this 

land might more directly benefit the community (eg. allotments, community 
garden, wildlife area). 

 
  4:  Whilst they accept there may be a need for shops, new build offices would not  
   be needed as almost all the surrounding farms have offices in converted farm  
   buildings.   
 
  5: Traffic is also a concern. Access is onto a busy road and is therefore 
   potentially dangerous. Councillors would like to have seen the report from 
   Highways before the meeting. 
 

6:  Security. Whilst accepting that security is not a valid planning criteria, 
Councillors agree that gates from the new properties to the path will be a 
security risk for new residents. There should not be any entrances from the 
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gardens onto farmland at the rear of the site, as this is a potential hazard for 
the farmer fencing to keep animals on the land in the future. 

7: Sewerage – Berwick Parish Council understands the existing system is 
already at full capacity and cannot cope with any more development. 
Councillors would like to have seen the report from Southern Water before 

 this meeting.’ 
 
Residents added; 
 

• they would probably have agreed to some development but there is not 
enough infrastructure in place to cope with a development of this size.  

• in 2014 Wealden agreed that any more than 20 houses would be unstainable 
and they now seem to have gone against this. 

• The issue of flooding has been ignored. 
• The majority of residents are against this application and signed a petition to 

say so. 
• They felt their previous objections will be ignored so they will be sending 

them in again. 
• They want their own independent vehicle survey. 
• The application smacks of greed and the design of the properties is a cheap 

one. 
 

Mr Richardson replied by saying that the flooding can be addressed in the conditions 
imposed in the Decision. 
 
Mr Deighton denied the design is a cheap one. 
 
In relation to other matters, Mr Deighton; 
 

• said he will take up the matter of the Station Road hedge with the farmer.  
• announced the launch of The Firle Estates Open Plan 
• said Firle Estates has launched a new initiative called the Open Office 

Initiative which aims to harness all the talent and ideas present in the 
community and, at the same time, improve relations between the community 
and the Estate. 

 
         The meeting was then re-opened. 

  
BP.04.02.17   Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th January 2017: 
 

         The minutes of the meeting held on the 26th January 2017 were read, approved and  
         signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chairman. 
 
         Any matters’ arising were deferred to the next meeting. 
         

BP.05.02.17   Planning Applications:   
 

WD/2016/1659/MAJ – Land at Station Farm, Station Road, Berwick – 33 new            
dwellings, 3 new shops and two new offices plus revision to affordable housing   
provision and additional heritage statement. Removal of PV panels, alterations to 
siting of units 18-21 and revision to highway arrangements. Plans dated 27/9/16 –  
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Berwick Parish Council resolved that, whilst Councillors agree they like the design 
and materials used in this Planning Application, they still object to this planning 
application on the following grounds; 

  
  1:  Whilst they accept the need for more housing in the Parish this application is  
   still for 33 houses, far more than they accepted in the consultation for the new  
   Local Plan. 
 

2: Units 14 to 21 are affordable housing and are still not spread within the rest of 
the development. They will have a significant impact on the existing houses 
near them – they will overlook the back of the houses and gardens and there 
will be disruption from cars using the parking spaces (particularly at night). 
Unit 33 is the house at the far north of the development is unnecessary and 
will have a significant impact on the existing house at 14 Downsway 
(overlooking the garden and blocking the existing view). Moving it slightly, is 
simply not acceptable. 

 
3:  Whilst they accept there may be a need for shops, new build offices would not  

   be needed as almost all the surrounding farms have offices in converted farm  
   buildings.   
 
  4: Traffic is also still a concern. Access is onto a busy road and is potentially  
   dangerous. Access is still too close to the level crossing, traffic will build up,  
   block junctions and delay the emergency services. Pollution will also  
   increase. 
 

5:  Security. Whilst accepting that security is not a valid planning criteria, 
Councillors agree that gates from the new properties to the path will be a 
security risk for new residents. There should not be any entrances from the 
gardens onto farmland at the rear of the site, as this is a potential hazard for 
the farmer fencing to keep animals on the land in the future. 

 
6: Sewage - Berwick Parish Council understands the existing system is already 

at full capacity and cannot cope with any more development. 
 
7. Flooding – The flooding issues raised previously do not appear to have been 

addressed. 
 
8: The proposed application is out of keeping with the nature of the development 

along Station Road. Since Wealden Council considered this grounds for 
rejection of a previous proposal for 18 dwellings in the same location in 2014, 
the Parish Council feels that this is even more valid grounds for rejection of 
the current application. The Parish Council feels that consistency in planning 
decisions is extremely important. 

 
WD/2017/0192/F – Berwick Stores – External alterations to the building to allow for 
the formation of the ground floor flat previously granted consent under 
WD2014/1038PDI – Berwick Parish Council has no objections on any planning 
grounds to this application. 

 
WD/2016/2985/F – 2 Downsway, Station Road – Two storey side extension and 
single storey extension – This was covered at the previous meeting. 
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BP.06.02.17   Questions from Members: There were no questions from members on this  
                       occasion. 
 
BP.07.02.17   Close of Meeting; The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and  
                       closed the meeting at 8.35pm. 
  

Signed as a true record of the meeting: 
 

Signed:                                                                                  

Dated:     23rd March 2017                                       


